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RDAY TV/RADIO

BASEBALL

Origles at Yankees, 1 p.m.. Ch,
5, WABC-770 AM

Mels at Marlins, 7 p.m., Ch. 11,
WHRAN-GE0 AM

Phillies at Braves, 7 p.m.,

NBA PLAYOFFS

Sixers vs. Pacers, 3:30 p.m., Ch,

a

TBS

NHL PLAYOFFS
Devils at Maple Leafs, 7:30
p.m., FSNY, WABC-770 AM
HORSE RACING
Hentucky Derby, 4:30 p.m.,
SOCCER
Dallas al Tampa Bay, 4 p.m.,
ESPNZ
MetroStars at Columbus, 7:30
p.m,, M5G, WWRU-1660 AM
AUTO RACING
Portiac Excitement 400,
m., ESPN

Ch. 7

730

(o]

BOXING
Paul Spadafora vs. Mike Griffith
30 p.m., HBO
GOLF
Compaq Classic, 2:30 p.m,, Ch.
7
The Philips Invitational, 3 p.m.,
Ch, 2
The Home Depot Invitational,
5:30 p.m., ESPN
FOOTBALL
MFL Europe: Rhein at Barcelana,
1 p.m., FSNY
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
NCAA championship, 2 p.m.,

ESPNZ2
| SUNDAY TV/RADIO |
Oriples at Yankees, 1 p.m., Ch.

BASEBALL
o, WABC-770 AM
Mets at Marlins, 1 p.m.,
WEVD-1050 AM
Astros at Dodgers , 8 p.m.,

i

Gh. 11,

| ESPN, WFAN-6E0 AM

NBA PLAYOFFS
Knicks at Heat, 12:30 p.m., Ch.
4, WFAN-660 AM
NBA playoffs, teams TBA, 3
porr., Ch, 4
MBA playofts, teams TBA, 5:30
p.m., Ch. 4
NHL HOCKEY
Penguins at Flyers, noon, Ch. 7
Sharks at Stars, 7:30 p.m.,
ESPNZ
AUTO RACING
Ram Tough 200, 1:30 p.m.,
ESPN
Actionline 300, 1:30 p.m., TNN
USAC: Silver Crown Series, 4:30
p.m,, ESPNZ
NHRA: Southern Nationals, 4:30
p.m.. TNN
GOLF
Compaq Classic, 3p.m., Ch. 7
Ihe Philips Invitational, 4 p.m.,
ch 2
The Home Depot Invitational,

5:30 p.m., ESPN

SOCCER
U.5. Women's Cup: Canada
SSouth Korea vs. USA/ Mexico,
2:30 p.m., ESPN2
TENNIS
USTA: Men's Clay Court Champi-
onships, 2 p.m., Ch. 2
WTA: Betty Barclay Cup, 3 p.m.,
FSMNY
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To Fox: Send responses 1o Forum Edifor,
Sparts Department, 212-210:-14TH

To emaii:
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THOMAS MOMASTER DAILY SEWS

FAMILY PLAN Chris Rucker has carried on work of his grand-

father Holcombe, whose famed tourney promotes education.

Show on Rucker
good hoops TV

By MICHAEL O'KEEFFE
DALY NEWS SPORTS WHITER
Bob McCullough was a 12-
vear-old Harlem gang member
with a reputation as a fierce
brawler when he met the man
who would change his life,
Almost 50 years ago, McCul-

| lough's gang, the Politicians,

was about to rumble with a rival
outfit when the cops pulled up.
McCullough stewed in a station
house until Holcombe Rucker, a
neighborhood park attendant,
helped get him released and
signed him up for a basketball
team.

The gan? banger went on to
become a playground legend,
then a college basketball star
He's been a Harlem community
counselor and activist for sever-
al decades.

Rucker, meanwhile, went on
to change basketball, New York
City and American culture be-
fore his death in 1965 from can-
cer, at age 38,

“There would not be an NBA
as we know it if it weren't for
Holcombe Rucker,” said Pee
Wee Kirkland, the playground
legend who now runs a program
that continues Rucker's mission
pushing kids to excel in
school, teaching them how to
avold the ghetto's pitfalls.

Rucker’s life and legacy are
examined in “On Hallowed
Ground,” a TNT documentary
that premieres tomorrow night.

In 1946, Rucker organized the
nation's first summer basketball
tournaments for boys and girls.
His goal was simple: to keep
kids busy and out of trouble dur-
ing the summer.

*His idea was to get kids in
the neighborhood to do the
right thing,” said former Knick
Cal Ramsey. “What Rucker
preached to us was the value of
education, to use our basketball
skills to get into college.”

Chris Rucker, Holcombe's
29-year-old grandson, said his
grandfather helped hundreds of
Kids enroll at the Laurinburg In-
stitute, a North Carolina prep
schpol that offers students a
more structured environment
than most New York City public
schools.

“New York would not look
like 1t does without my grandfa-
ther,” said Chris Rucker, whose
firm, Rucker Holdings, contin-
ues to link basketball with edu-
cation and community service.
“Many people who got involved
in the Rucker tournament went
on to college because of my
grandfather.”

In 1950, Rucker established a
pro division that went on to
teach the NBA a thing or two
about the game.

In the early years, the Rucker
Tournament was the only venue
for many basketball greats. "It
was like the Negro Leagues in
baseball,” said Holcombe's son
Phillip. “There were black play-
ers in the NBA, but there was a
quota system, so there were just
one or two blacks on each
team.”

Back in those days, the NEBA
frowned on the very moves
that make it so popular today:
dunks, one-on-one juking, be-
tween-the-legs dribbling, be-
hind-the-back passes.

But those moves were all but
mandatory at Rucker Park. *

Dr. J and other Rucker veter-
ans brought those moves to the
ABA and later the NBA, helping
pro hoops rise from a secondary
sport to the pervasive cultural in-
fluence it is today.

Not a bad legacy for a park at-
tendant

“The Rucker job is still being
done,” Kirkland said. “There's
no way to say how many lives
were affected by Rucker.”
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